; + 


A Tetter to a Member of Pailiament 
FOR 


Liberty of Lonſcience, 


By a Perſon of Honour. 


2 FR 
Could heartily «ith, thatour Condition at preſent were ſuch, that we might 
ſtudy and debare how to advance the Glory, Riches and Power of this Nation, 
— rather than with, fo much Diſtraction, labour how to preſerve its Being. Buc 
ſnce the gereral ill ConduCt of ourAﬀairs under the late Chancellor & others, 
(for wv hom we ought to retain all due reſentments,. fince they have reduced us to 
this necetfitous p-o{ture;) Letns conſider what our preſent Exigencies call for from 
us3 and while therein we find a juſtification for the moſt extravaganc debares and 
relolutions, let us continue ſenſible of their baſeneſs who created the neceſſity, wich 
which it is our prudence and unhappineſs to comply. 
There have been ſundry Overcures and Projects in order to the Uniting of the 
minds of the Proreſtants here in this dangerous juncture of Aﬀeairs : I confeſs I a 
apprehenſive of the dangers that any great change ſubjects a Government unto 1 
2m ſenſible of the Reputation of the Houfe,which may ſuffer by refcinding ics own 
Ads: I have made ſome reflections upon the parties that may endanger the King- 
dom by their factiouſneſs: I have a!l juſt reſpett for the National Church of Eng- 
14:4 in itspreſeat Conſtitution; and I thall ſo order my Counfels, that I deviatenot 
from'the Scriprure, and the Conſtitution 'of God in the Moſaical Law, the Judg- 
ment and Practice of the primitive Fathers, and the Acts and Conftiturions of 
thoſe Emperours who firſt modelled Chriſtianity, and accommodated it to Go- 
verament, and who reduced the Empire (in circumſtances not much different from 
oury) to as flouriſhing a condition, andas peaceabje as ever it-enjoyed *. | 
' Inthe Kingdom of 1/-acl (that great Preſident for Monarchy, as far as it is eſta- 
bliflsd by the Word of God ) where God himfelf was Law-giver, and the Couſti- 
eutivn is as unqueſtionable as his Authority that made it, and the wiſdom of Solomon 
2nd ſome others{no Fools, nor Fanaticks) that complyed with it. | The Settlemenc 
was thus as to Religion. The Jews, and ſuch as were total Converts or Profelites 
ot Juitice,did obſerve a!] rbe Levincal Law, as it is made up of Ceremonies,and all 
che Decalogue or Ten Commandments. What the ceremonial Conformity was 
you all know : and how much of it was performed @ Km Temple, in the ſeveral 
places or Rations for the Prieſts, and Laity, Men and-Women : Bur did this confti- 
curior oblige all? Could no man, or number of mem: live, and live openly there 
exempted from this Conformity, and exact Uniformity to every punctilio? Ir is 
undeniable that ir was quite otherwiſe. There were among che Jews a great num- 
ber of perſons called profetyri domicilii, or ſtrangers, not Profelyres of Juſtice, thar 
dwelt conſtantly among them, that were fo far from being concluded by the Moſai- 
cal Law, thar it was death for them to obſerve ir. Of this number were many £- 
g4prians that came up with them into the Holy Land: Such were the Gibeonires, of 
whoſe number we may gueGby the bigneſs of their City : Such were the Canas- 
rites that d selc in the Land, whoſe p>wer was ſach, that they could not be exter- 
nanated by the 1ſrae/ites. All theſe ſtrangers (yet conſtant Tahabirancs of the Land) 
were only obliged to rhe feven Commandments of Noh, and not to the Ceremo- 
rial Law ar all. They worſhipped in che fame Temple, in a parton apartment, 
bur wich different Ceremonies: the Jews had a Liturgy, theſe no Form : they had 
Vriefs, theie none: the Jews offered variety of Sacritices and Ob/arions,theſe none 
buc burnt Offrings: the one oblcrved the Sabbath, and divers Holy days, on the 
which the orber might work; nay, the,one worllypped God under ſeveral Attri- 
burcs, the God of Abraham, [{aac and Jacob; the ocher was not obliged acually 
to any worihip, but negatively nor to'deny a Deity, or to ſpeak irreverently or 
* ac i C'car from the Emmpero? Th d»fvs fernamed the Great ; and inſiſted on by Ecain d: 1:pib. who 
fernaginr ads ris praftice as prudential, ans 2 ve tim _ to Qreea Eli;2h. | 
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' contumeliouſly of him : and when they did pray, it was only the owningand wor- 
ſhipping-a Creator and Ruler'of the World.” This” s avowed by the greateſt of the 
Rabbines from the rime of Moſes, to the time of his writing, and thgt is Maimonides : 
(a) and #5 at large proved by Mr. Selden, (b) 4nd grazted in the whok extent, as 1 have 
propoſed it, by the learned Grotius, (Cc) « man of good credit with all Sons of the Church 
of England : Of the ſame mind are all thar write of the Comwmon-Wealth of the Jews. 
As to tht obſervation of the Sabbarh, (d) bode it not fear of being - prolix) I 
would particularly illuſtrate that point, becauſe ir is a Diſpenſation with a Confor- 
ny jo one of the Tei Commandments;' which i at large proved too by Mr. Sel- 
en. (E | ; 

It iseaſfie to compare this Liberty of Religion, with ours in England; as it is con- 
rendedfor, . or oppoſed : andaccording to judge of the exrent of a. Toleration, 
how far it may. go, how publick it may be, how poſſible, and how practicable che 
"thing is-in it ſelf (for they had-no ſtanding Army 3: and it was undera Monarchy, 
nd.that no deſpicable one, under Solomon and David ) and how it had God him- 
| {elf or its eſtabliſher. I paſs by the times under Herod and his immediate prede- 

teffors from Zerubbabel downwards, in whith, beſide the aforeſaid ſtrangers, there 
- Vere the ſeveral Sets of Seribes, Pharifees, Sadduces, and Herodians, whoſe Te- 

nets if any ſhall enquire into, he ſhall and them to differ as much as our ſubdivided | 
Chriſtians and Proteſtantsido : ( f) As to the Eflenes, it is peculiarly obſervable 
that they declin'd: the Temple-worſhip, and were the Separatiſts of that Age: and 
yet muſt tell you, this condition.of the Jews was not altogether unhappy, and our 
Saviour never told the Magiſtrates that it was unlawful, or that it would be the 
- rune of the ſtace; which-aitnor be otherwife than by accident imputed thereunto. 
- Asto the firſt Chriſtians, while thoſe unerring Guides of the Church inſtructed 
and ruled ini the Church, and were as well the foundation of our Do&rine,!: as of 
our Hierarchy :.ler us take a view of their Eſtabliſhment. There were Converts 
of the Jews, and-Converts.of the Gentiles, and of the Gentiles ſome were Proſe- 
1ytes of the Maſaical Law, others of the profeſſion only of the Seven Contmand- 
Taents of Noah, .The Jews, andſuch as did Judaiſe, obſerved all the Moſaical Law, 
as ſtrictly as the Phariſees did ; they did circumciſe, and pay their Vows, and wor- 
ſhipin the Temple, and offer Sacrifice, arid keep the Sabbath, and the like: So Ori- 
gen (£) ſays of thoſe in his. dns... Nor Was ey only at Feruſalem, where Judaiſm was 
National, bur at Alexandria, and elſewhere, where it was not {o:: For St. Ferom 
(b) faith, chat Philo the Few obſerved rhis. at Alexandria : _ Yet did the other con- 
verted Gentiles, not Judaiſing, live according to a Chriſtianity ſuperadded to the 
No Commandments, and conſequently diftering in Form of Worſhip vaſtly. It 
35 true, ſome went about to. reduce them all ro Uniformity ; but. who were 
they? Some of the Jews {mark that) which believed ( in Chriſt, (7) and yer ſtrictly 
obterved the Moſaical Law). of the Sect of the Pharilees, (a Set ſo much decry'd 
- by Chriſt ) not NE Poliesy, 306 (Heviens ſpirited by the Holy Ghoſt ; Pau! and 
 Harnahas oppoled it. And what Charadter doth the Scripture beſtow upon this 

Eſtgn of Uniformiry ? In truth, that they troubled the Church, 4#s 15. And 
behold. che iſſue of choſe troubles. The Yynod of the Apoſtles and others guided 
by the Holy Ghoſt, thus decide the Controverſie. Theydo: not like this -Uniformi- 
ry of Worſhip and, Licurgies.;; for the Jews had a Liturgy. This is no part of the 
 Vijumeſt ſpirits ſantto & nobis. No, they oblige them to afew, and thoſe ſuch as were 
only neceſſary.. For the Text, however vnlgarly corrupted, and repreſented to eſtabliſh 
Ecileſraſeical Deciſions as neceſſary + yet in our Biblia Polyglotta ( k,). (a candid work. 
of the Biſhops of or Church) in a Lettion ſrands correted: thus : It ſeems meet to the Holy 
Ghoſt and us, not to lay upon you any further burthen, xy. F1 indyaye, beſide what is 
"#bſolutely neceſſary : that is ( ſay very learnedWriters ) the Seven Precepts of Noah : for 
who will believe the Holy Ghoſt thought it neceſſary to Salvation, that we neither eat black. 
Puddings, or Rakoets ? That which follows 5,an illuſtration, not reſiriction 5, forbidding 


(a ) Gentilzs qui ligrm Moſaicam vbſervaret, veus erat mortis ; quippt cul tantum obſeruanda trant ſiptim pre- 
eta Noachidarum, ſeu vmnum hominun communia. ( b-) Jus naturale Htbreorum. (&') De Jur. Bell. cap .1. 
hb; 1. par. 165. © {d'} Foſtitas aomicilii feve tos qui. Fadaiſmo nomins nondum dederant, qualtcung; vite com- 
merci antra ditionzm 1ſracliticam aamiſſe, non modo chſervatione Sabbati omnino' ſolutes babuere, ſed panis graviſf- 
#1is ebnoxios, ſi obſervarent. (e ) De Jur. Nar. 1. 3.. c, 12. and the Talmadiſts fay, Iſraclitz non prohibent ab 
opere Gentilem in Sabzato. (t ) As Stalige?, Druſus, and Serrarius evidence. (8g) Fudei qui im Fiſ.n Chriſe 
£41 crediderunt, non deſc erwit @ patris tegibis 5 vivunt enim junta eas ;, contra cefſum. (bh ) abourEccleſiaſtt- 
cal Writers, (i ) Some Bibles only ſay they were Phariſees. (k) Ir is not in the Manuſcript of our 


Kings Libragy, 799 # rela yrys T4]. Beſide zhiſe ſublequent neceſſary things. 
| blood- 


. Conſcience, without ſubjecting'the 
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blood-fted, (1) a:-well as Idelatry, and Fornication: ( partsof the Law of Noah: ) And 


furcher chat Holy Synod adds, and whatſoever you would not have done to your 
ſelves, do not that to others; which is a-Decifion I recommend co you-in che like 
caſe; the debate being chereas well as here,about Liberty of Confcience. Thar Li- 
berty which you would not be deprived of,do' not goabour to deprive others of (;) 
As to the Toleration under Chriſtian Emperours, I cannot bur obſerve unto you 
Sir, That ic was.the judgment of thoſe primitive times, and every where difcoyers 
it ſelf in the Edicts of the firſt Chriſtian Emperours, and Fathers; that Religion 'is 
not to be inforced, but chat every one fthould abound in his own tenſe, and thatall 
variety not cnely of Opinions, bur diverſity of Religions ſhould be tolerated in'the 


' Srare, if they were rot deſtructive to Government. 4 ch# point Tertullian ( » ) is 
 peremptory, «rd Lactantius; Co) and agreeable ro thu i the Speech of Conſtantine 


( p ) 70 the Roman Senate; the particular paſſages I would willingly recite, wete 
therenot, beſide protratting this Diſcourſe, a great deal of pedantry in quoting La- 


-tin : And I ſhould be too tedious, thould I relate unto you all the Edits made ro 


this purpoſe by the ſubſequentEmperours, . whichare Recorded in the Theodo/iar 
Code. No learned Son of the Church of England can deny it ; 424 Chryfoftorie 
3s poferive, that no godly Emperor. did Enatt againſt the Pagans any ſuch Laws, 'as they 
did againſ# the Chriſtians,No man verſed in Antiquity can deny but thac all che Seats 
of the Chriſtians, the Pagans, and the Jews, had a full Liberty of Conſcience and 


-Religion, without being excluded from' publick Offices of Truſt and Profic in - the 


Senace, Army and Courr.So that eheſe.cimes which our Epiſcopal Divines fo much 
recommend utiito our imitation; when their Hierarchy is concerned, and their Ce- 
remonies, theſe times do clearly ha lawfulnefs of a General Liberty of 
everal Diſſenetrs ro any penalties. The Hea- 
then had cheir Prieſts, their Poxtifices, Augures, Quindecim viros ſacris faciundis, ' Su- 
lios, &c: until the time of Fheodoſers,” (q) The Arrians had their Biſhops 3 the 
Novatians their Biſhops, and Churches: ( not tro mention other Sets) in the ſame 


 Diocefles in which che-more Orthodox Bithops hadalſo their Juriſdiftion,and made 


up the National Religion-of.the Xoman Empire. The Jews allo had their Academies 
and Patriarcbs. Fromall which 1 do conclude; thariris lawful ro Enact for Liber- 
'ry of Conſcience; and thar ſuch Acts are not inconfiftent with Government, nor 
ſubject to thole inconveniencies many > rk fuch Monarchies have flou- 
rithed notwithſtanding chem : All choſe Tanjectures ate-refured by the aforeſaid 
inſtances. Nor need they troble chetnfelves co objeR, that the Roman Empire had 
2 ſtanding Army to preſerve the Peace and+ Authority of the Empire ; feemg that 
thofe of that Army were'divenfify'd by their ſeveral Religions : And it is-all- one 
not to have any Army at all;or to have one compoſed. indifferentlyof the ſeveral 
Parties that were to be kept under. Or 41 

Having thus laid before youthe judgtment and pradtife of the beft times z it will 
not be amis to reflet upon'the ſeveral' ways and endeavours have been uſed to- 
ward the uniting the minds'of men about Religion:  -* De = 

As to the Popith way of 'inforcing a venceal Unifornity, it is fo barbarous, ſo 
unchriſtian, and fo generally rejected by Proteſtants, that I believe you cannot en- 
dure an harangue in the behalf of the Inquificion': and to extol the practices of 
Queen Marys days were as abſurd, as towritearl Ercomiumtor Phalaris, or Baſis, 
or Nero. ' | | | 
* - Another way of Uniting them hath been by coatriving general forms and ways, 
C{ noe- much unlike the Device of Comprehenſion, if I underſtand ir arighr) to 
which each party might (abſcribe : but this way God never blefſed, bur it prov- 
edlike thefire-brands, which ( wich the cords ) united the tails of Samyſons toxes, 
while their heads were at diftance 3' \and” being put into the corn, they burht ir 
as this method hath feral! Kingdoms/on fire. Nor'is'it Policy ; for ipftead of 


. abrogating all, ir givesa countenance to all opinionsit would extinguiſh. How 


(1) Sce Selden de Fart Nat. lib. 7. cap. 12. You muſt note thatthe Text ſpeaks of things ſtrangled, .and * 
Bland ; bur by Blood'is meant Blood-fhed ; and things ſtrangled is an addition ro the Text, as the Fathers 
obſrvec, and rhe Bikiia Polyglotta: At the other Clauſe of avoidingthar which they would nor have done 
torkem, is in old Copics, and ſorepenred by Irereus and others; as you may ſee inthe place above in Se! 
den. ( m) For the: precedeur words include things neceſſary : The tollowing therefore muſt refer ro the 
point of Cercnionial Conformity. (1 ) In his Diſcourſe r0,Scapide. * (© ) Inhis Book de Faſtitia, ſpeak- 
1g of ſppporcing Religion by Cruclty, Opprefſionand-Blood- ſhed, Jam nor difendttur ills, ſtd polluttur & wit- 
Lebitar : Nitil tutu eff tam woluntarium guamrtligia. (p) Related by. Baronizs 1n his. Annals of the year 324.” 
Ing divine & bumaxa ſirvitia oc interelty qvd bumana ſifvitia coatte fiat, divina auten voluntarig comproven ur. 
. @) 02s difcr: ary Tom: l. 2. | | lictle 
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little are the controverſies ceaſed between the Dominicansand Jeſuites, (ince the 
equivocal Connci! of Trent, to which they ſubſcribe ; and which both parties: al- 
ledge ? Soamong Proteſtants, how little are controverſies extinguiſhed by chedu- 
bious or generaitexts of Scripture ? nay, are they not ererniſed by them ? how lit- 
tle doth the dubious Creed of the Apoſtles conduce to the deciding among Pro- 
teſtants of Sorintians'? | | 
As to the uniting therefore of mens minds into one Religion, it is impoſſible; 
ics as impoſitble to make all mens conſciences of the fame extent and Jatitude, as 
''tomake all mens ſhooes ofthe ſame ſize. Different gifts makes differenc profeſ- 
ftons ; fince none is accountable for more than he hath received. Tlie weak are 
not to condemn the ſtrong ; and the ſtrong are to tollerate, not deſtroy the weak. 
This is Goſpel: and T hope you will make this to be Law. Take away the condemn- 
-1ng of the one, and the oppreſſion of the other, and you will eitablith che Church, 
rathertban deſtroy it, or the peace of this Nation. Betides, 
_ T defire you 'would obſerve, that there is no preſident of any Liberty of Con- 
ſcience granted on penalties : for that unavoidablyeſtabliſheth a faction : for it is 
natural for mankind to deſire to be at eafe, and to with, and (upon occaſion ) to 
endeavour its redreſs and relief from any grievance; and it is as natural for ſech 
as reap benetic from the depreſhon of others, to ſtrive tocontinue them in that op- 
' prefled condition : from hence ari{eth anger, hatred, malice, and all uncharicable- 
neſs,” and ſuch contentionas deſtroys a State. /f a Kingdom be divided, how can it 
- ſtand? as all things different are not oppolite : my» more 1s all diſtin&tion a factions 
diviſion, and. deſtructive to the being of a Government. All you makeup one 
Parliament : - perſonal quarrels may ruine you , but perſonal diſtn&tions wiil not. 
Contraries mutually expel each other out of the ſame ſubject by courſe of narcure ; 
. things diſparate do nor. | hy | ; 
- Sane thetefore a Popiſh Inquiſition is bardarous and odious ; ſubſcribing to ge- 
neral forms and opinions dangerous, and ineffectual; uniting mens minds into one 
-religion imij 3" and no Jiberty granted upon penalties: What other way is 
clefrus.to unite, but to allow each Church 1ts ſeveral way of warſhip? which kind 
uſage with moderate endeavours; and not impoſing general opinions, may in time 
( as. it was of old ) fo far ptevail with them to reconcile the diflerences among 
themſelves, that at laſt they tnay.arrive to a mutua} communion, tho? nor an exact 
'Uniformity. + Thus the: Milengries of. o)d, and' Fifth Monarchy men communica- 
ted with the other Chriſtiqns : and fo ut was with Mr, Mead and the Church of 
England: Thus: the: baptized Chriftia»s and the Anabaprits ( * ) made up one 
Church : Thus the Judailing Chri#ianoand - Gentiles communicated tagecher ; So 
\didthe Arrians (5) and Trinitarians. And: methinks it is odd, that the Church 
of England(hould ſuffer our tutelar Saint to be St. George, (rt) that Arrin Bithop, 
nd yet not allow the communion of any favour to an dhe * fifth Aonar- 
cbiſt. Such a communion I ſay, were to be wiſh'd, and the only way we can hope 
for at preſent to - xg is toallow ( y.) each Church its ſeveral way of wor- 
ſhip, chey maintaining -dheir Miniſters : all reproachful language, and odious 
conſequences impoſed upon-each party,as well as odious names, being prohibited : 
as were the names of Heretick and Schiſmarick by Queen Elizabeth. This courte 
hath ſacceeded well, for under it Religion grew : and whilit Religion was ao mans 
Intereſt, it was ſcarce any mans Hypocrifie : When truth had no other recommen- 
dations but its naked ſelf, ſuch as imbraced it did ir cordially. Nor was it ever 
demonſtrated, or can be, that the uſe of this Liberty did directly and necefiarily 
introduce ſuch Factions as are incon(iſtent with any Government or Monarchy 
And if it were only the abuſe of it, let us-look to thats '{ince che Church of Erg- 
Lend fo often inculcates to_us, that proprer eigjſay -0n eft rollendus uſuc 3, tor that were 
like the forbidding (x ) the: Scy:hians taplant Wine, becauſe Wine might make 
them drunk. To conclude all therefore, let us in our Law be as tender of Mens 
Conſciences, as our Common Law is of their lives; which takes care rather char 


a thouſand Criminals ſhould eſcape, rhan one innocent be deſtroyed. 


(r) As Trtallian Netiangen, the Emperors Conſtantine and Vauninian.. ( £) V. Eſebirs, (t) As Cot 
infaich. ( uv) Conftentite, andthe ſubſequent Emperors marmained archer charge, che variery of Relipy- 
ons, Priefts and Sacrifices: As there had been ac Antiorh, one Apoſtle for the Fes. and another for the 
(Gentiles; (o there were aftgrwards in the ſame Ciries, beſides che difictcor Heathen Prictts, Biſhops mm the 
Novatians, Arrians, Donatiſis and Catholich® ( 7) Ariflatle condemns thac Faralogiſm of Anacbarfbs. 
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